
 
 

 
 

 

 

Program of the 1st SafeGameMeat Conference 

 

CA22166 – SAFETY IN THE GAME MEAT CHAIN [SafeGameMeat] 

 

Dates: 26.05.-28.05.25, noon-to-noon (WEST / UTC +1) 

Venue: Faculty of Pharmacy, University of Porto (FFUP), Portugal 

& online 

 

Monday afternoon, 26th May 

13:00 Registration  
including payment for food and drinks (regular: 50€, with social dinner: 100€)  
Note: Only cash accepted. 

13:30 
Isabel Mafra (University of Porto, PT)  
and Anneluise Mader (German Federal Institute for Risk Assessment, DE)  
Opening and welcome 

13:45 Louwrens Hoffman (University of Stellenbosch, ZA & University of Queensland, AU) 
Keynote lecture: Producing safe game meat in the African bush  

Chair: Arja Helena Kautto (Swedish University for Agricultural Sciences, SE) 

14:20 Session 1: Hunting and Processing (I) 

Vincenzo Veneziano (University of Naples Federico II, IT) 
Keynote lecture: Hunting deer and wild boar - safe game meat in Italy 

• Vera Elvnes (Norwegian Food Safety Authority, NO) 
Hunting and Processing of Wild Game in Norway:  
Supply Chain, Risk Management, and Official Control 

• Sauli Laaksonen (University of Helsinki, FI) 
Characteristics of Finnish game and hunting  
and their impact on game meat quality 

15:30 Break 

16:00 Session 1: Hunting and Processing (II) 

• Batsirai Mukanganwa (University of Zambia, ZM) - online 
Between zoonosis and the law: A case study of legal game meat  
regulation and control in Zambia  

• Madadlina Belous (Spiru Haret University, RO) 
Hunting and processing: Status quo of the hunting sector in European 
countries based on a questionnaire 

• Mariana Rodrigues (University of Trás-os-Montes e Alto Douro, PT) 
Trichinella Detection in Wild Boar Meat for Private Consumption:  
Insights from a Seven-Country European Pilot Study 

17:00 Optional: Get-together in the Working Groups 
only onsite  



 
 

 
 

 

Tuesday morning, 27th May 

09:00 News from the Working Groups 

Chair: Daniel Vecchiato (University of Padova, IT) 

09:20 Session 2: Trade Networks and Supply Chain (I) 

José María Gallardo Gil (ASICCAZA; Federación Extremeña de Caza, ES) 
Keynote lecture: Trade Networks and Supply Chain of Game Meat in Spain 

• Anna Francesca Corradini (University of Milan, IT) 
Old-School Guns for New-School Hunters: Results from a 
qualitative study on contemporary hunting in an archaic context 
(Grisons, Switzerland) 

• Bertrand De Jong (Damien De Jong Company, FR) 
The European game meat market  

• Eugenio Demartini (University of Milan, IT) 
Improving the environmental impact of hunting through Regulatory 
Change: Evidence from the Val d’Ossola case study 

10:50 Break and group photo 

Chair: Eugenio Demartini (University of Milan, IT) 

11:20 Session 2: Trade Networks and Supply Chain (II) 

• Rita Biltes (University of Porto, PT)  
Identification of mislabelling/adulterations in game meat products 
by molecular tools: the case of roe deer (Capreolus capreolus) 

• Jolianne Rijks (Utrecht University, NL) 
Captive venison production in the EU: The potential of sharing 
information to improve collaboration and reduce knowledge gaps 
in the field of animal health 

• Paolo Viola (University of Tuscia, IT) 
Slaughter unit adaptation for effective and sustainable wild boar 
meat processing 

• David Aderemi Ajayi  
(National Centre for Genetic Resources and Biotechnology, NG) 
Bush Meat Demand Among Staff in Research Institute Oyo 
Southwest Nigeria 

12:40 Lunch  

• Poster Corner (I): Rate your favourite posters (onsite). 

• Round Tables (I): Grant opportunities and dissemination (onsite) 

• For members of the Management Committee:  
Hybrid MC Meeting in Lecture Hall at 13:00 
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Tuesday afternoon, 27th May 

Chair: Maciej Durkalec (German Federal Institute for Risk Assessment, DE) 

14:10 Session 3: Chemical Hazards (I) 

Philippe Berny (Vetagro Sup, FR) 
Keynote lecture: Residues of pesticides biocides and drugs in game 
species: Should we worry? 

• David Dayan (Cornell University, US) 
Evaluating Environmental Contaminants in Frequently Harvested 
Migratory Waterfowl of the Northeast Atlantic Flyway 

• Antonio J. García-Fernández (University of Murcia, ES) 
Human health risk assessment of lead in sausages  
made with large game from the central and southern Iberian 
Peninsula 

• Rafael H. Mateus-Vargas (University of Göttingen, GE) 
Influence of land use on the occurrence of per- and polyfluoroalkyl 
substances (PFAS) in wild boar livers in Brandenburg, Germany 

15:40 Break  

• Poster Corner (II): Rate your favourite posters (onsite). 

• Round Tables (II): Grant opportunities and dissemination (onsite) 

Chair: Niels Kanstrup (Aarhus University, DK) 

16:10 Session 3: Chemical Hazards (II) 

• Szczepan Mikolajczyk (National Veterinary Research Institute, PL)  
Game meat as a source of PFAS for Polish consumers 

• Rafael Mateo (IREC & IDAEA, ES) 
Mercury in hunted waterbirds in Spain:  
intra and interspecific differences, temporal trends and risk 
assessment for human consumers 

• Mark Taggart (University of the Highlands and the Islands, UK) 
Will the UK transition away from Pb ammunition use for game 
shooting? 

17:10 Anna McWilliam (University of the Highlands and the Islands, UK) 

Short-term Scientific Mission: Gathering, collating and summarising data 
on chemical contaminants in game meat 

Social Dinner at 19:30 (www.torreao.pt) 

 
  

http://www.torreao.pt/
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Wednesday, 28th May 

Chair: Gunita Deksne (University of Latvia, LV) 

09:00 Session 4: Biological Hazards (I) 

Jose Luis Souto (Westminster Capital City College, UK) 
Keynote lecture: Processing Game Protocols from field to table 

• Ana Carolina Abrantes (University of Trás-os-Montes e Alto Douro, PT) 
Zoonotic Hepatitis E Virus in Portuguese Wild Boar:  
Insights from Serological and Molecular Surveillance 

• Silvia Bonardi (University of Parma, IT) 
Pathogenic potential of Shiga toxin-producing Escherichia coli  
isolated from red deer (Cervus elaphus) 

• Clare Hamilton (Moredun Research Institute, UK) 
Detection of viable Toxoplasma gondii in retail venison 

• Maria Francesca Peruzy (University of Naples Federico II, IT) 
Exploring the Microbial Contamination and Hygiene Issues in Wild Boar 
Meat from Unregulated Evisceration Facilities 

10:50 Break  

Chair: Madalena Vieira-Pinto (University of Trás-os-Montes e Alto Douro, PT) 

11:30 Session 4: Biological Hazards (II) 

• David Ranucci (University of Perugia, IT)  
Game meat processing to guarantee consumers from foodborne diseases: 
preliminary results of a systematic reviews 

• Selene Rubiola (University of Turin, IT) 
Sarcocystisis in wild game: molecular identification in wild boar and red 
deer hunted for human consumption 

• Luca Villa (University of Milan, IT) 
Molecular detection and characterization of Toxoplasma gondii in wild 
boars hunted for human consumption in Italy 

12:30 Poster Award 

12:40 Closing of the Conference 

13:00 End 

 

The event is based upon COST Action CA22166 – Safety in the Game Meat Chain (SafeGameMeat) 

founded by COST (European Cooperation in Science and Technology). 

COST is a funding agency for research and innovation networks. Our Actions help connect research 

initiatives across Europe and enable scientists to grow their ideas by sharing them with their peers. This 

boosts their research, career and innovation. 

www.cost.eu 

www.safegamemeat.eu 

http://www.cost.eu/
http://www.safegamemeat.eu/

